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Look into how the hearing will be run
ahead of time. Find out if you need to

be there at a specific time to testify and
determine if someone might ask you
follow-up questions after you speak. If
you can't find this information, watching
clips from previous meetings held by the
convening body to get an idea of how
things go. In my experiences in NYC,
questions are rarely asked of members of
the public testifying on their own behalf,
and it’s also common to offer to follow
up later if you don’t know the answer.

Step 3: Tell interested friends,
family, and neighbors to come
comment, too!

There is strength in numbers always.
More voices for your position makes it
more likely to be adopted!
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Plus, if a lot of people are saying ghoul-
ish things that make your blood boil,

it can be helpful to commiserate in a
friendly group chat.

Step 4: Show up and give your
testimony!

You got this!

Some final thoughts:

You usually don’t have to be at for the
entire meeting to give a public com-
ment. If you can only show up for part
of a meeting and someone else you
know is going, ask them to fill you in on
when public comments start and stop so
you know if you can make it to speak.
You can generally leave once you've giv-
en testimony and been dismissed from
follow-up questions, if applicable.

£a1)) se - SNOTIUIUOD dI€ SINSST UIYM
‘osTy “Auowmnsa) apraoid 03 yno ay3 o
03 10 pazIIoWwawW Yoaads € aALY 0) dARY
juop noA inq ‘(jostwrord | own YIm
101589 8308 st s1atpo ueyy Sunyeads orf
-qnd ye Juapyuod 210w a1e djdoad awog

jJuowrwod anoA axedaxq :z dag

i1 pajueMm duo

ou £es 03 9[qrssodwur T SN LW JUSWIUIOD
1mo£ - 3uryy JyS11 oY) Op 0} SUOIWOS 10J
12100 Teont[od sap1aoid ansst Ue Jo apIs ©
U0 92T0A JUO] 3} SUTIq UIAD INQ DOUIJ
-JIp & oyewr ued noL Yuryy jou Y3 nox

"31qe w ] uaym sSureaw

orqnd je yeads 03 A1) sfem[e T Aym st
sty7, ‘Sunjoa dn pua suepnod moy
10§ $19)JeT AJ[eaI RIPIUI Y} UT powel]
31 SIALI0)S MOY pUe ‘peI] JOU ‘MO[[0] O}
pua) suennod Kep a3 Jo pud o) Iy

Public comment is not always designed
to accurately reflect affected communi-
ties, and barriers to participation often
burden the most vulnerable affected the
hardest. Consider equity both in your
thinking on the issue at hand and in
how you support it with your comment.

A lot of people engage in bad faith at
public meetings. Often the people who
show up to defend the status quo will
rely on misinformation or lose their
cool, but you don’t need to engage with
their arguments or meet them at their
level. Sticking to how the facts, your
experiences, and the experiences of
others support why you want something
is more effective, even if it’s frustrating.

Published on June 27, 2025 under the
Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0
International License.

‘uotutdo >1pqnd jo 3amod 9y ur Jydrom
a1our aARY [Im Jet]) ‘Guneaw o1pqnd e Je
yeads 03 91qe a1 noL J1 0s ‘AUOWIT)SI) U
-ods smaraa1 AJuo uayo 93e1aA00 BIpaWI
T9AIMOY] Auowr)sa) uayods se aures

oy} Auownsa) uepLim ySrom 03 parmb
-21 aIe sa1ouUaSe [BJUSWUIIA0S JSOIN

‘71 noqe Sunjury} 91,n04£ S[Iym Iopurual
© 395 - Surjoawr 9y} 03 2sopo s3uTy) 959}
op AJuo Ued NoL ‘SWTOWOG [JUSWTOD

uonLIm ul Surpuas Joy saurpedp Lue
90U pue 0) PaU NoA J1 yeads o3 dn
u31s 0) 2INS BN JUSWUWIOD UITIM
ur urpuas £q 10 ‘wondo Tenyaia € aAey

Kewr ynq vostad ut Ap1] Yorym ‘Gurieswu
o1qnd e Je Sunyeads 191310 £q JUSTUIOD

o1qnd e Jruuqns ued nok A[restd4AT,

jJuswrwod drqnd e
ywqgns 03 Moy Ino put :1 dag

So you
want to
make a
public

comment!

by Liz Denys

https://lizdenys.com/public-comment



